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Child labourers have influenced government decision-makers in an event organised by Islamic Relief Bangladesh and Bangla-
desh Shishu Adhikar Forum (BSAF). 

The roundtable discussion was held on 20 May at the Daily Star Centre in Dhaka. It aimed to build a bridge between working 
children and people in charge of policies that a�ect them.

Chief guest was Mohammed Mujibul Haque MP, chairman of the Ministry of Labour and Employment’s parliamentary standing 
committee. He was joined by special guests the additional secretary of the Ministry of Social Welfare Sushanta Kumar 
Pramanik, and Syed Ahmed, the additional secretary of Ministry of Labor and Employment. Islamic Relief’s head of programme 
Golum Motasim Billah also participated.

About 40 working children took part. They spoke about their experience working as welders and domestic workers, and in 
places like restaurants and aluminum factories.

Having their say and outlining their expectations of the government, many described the intolerable and dangerous conditions 
in which they worked. One boy explained that he used to work 12 hours without a break at a sewing factory. 

Sanjida described how she repeatedly sustained injuries while working in a flower factory, but her employer did not care. She 
was unable to stop working there, as her family badly needed the money. But then Islamic Relief helped her family boost their 
income so she could return to school. 

Mohammed Mujibul Haque, who is also a former state minister for labour and employment, said: “I tried my best to stop child 
labour when I was in the cabinet, but I couldn’t because many families depend on the children’s income.”

He noted that the number of working children had declined in recent years, and he expects further improvements following 
Government initiatives to improve lives of working children.

Working children influence government decision-makers



Islamic Relief Bangladesh has distributed Ramadan food to 4,312 fami-
lies in Bangladeshi 14 districts. 

We distributed the foodpacks, crammed with hearty food staples, on 5-7 
May in 14 districts with high rates of poverty and in those that are prone 
to natural disasters.

Working with the communities to identify the families most in need, we 
prioritised the poorest families, particularly those in which women are 
the main breadwinners, with orphaned children, and older people.

The parcels were distributed by Islamic Relief, and through local 
non-governmental organisations and community based organisations. 

They contained 20 kilogrammes of rice, two kilogrammes of dal (puls-
es), three kilogrammes of chola (chickpeas), three kilogrammes of 
sugar and two litres of cooking oil. 

The families that received the Ramadan food supplies were grateful to 
Islamic Relief and our donors for the support, and o�ered their prayers 
that Allah reward those that contributed.

Over 4,300 families receive Ramadan food packs
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The Urban INGO Forum of which Islamic Relief is a founding member, together with Dhaka North City Corporation and 
Dhaka University, have held an event to help rid Bangladesh’s capital city of pollution.

The sixth urban dialogue, called ‘Livable City for All’, began on 29 June. Held at Dhaka University, the two-day event 
featured the state minister for disaster management and relief, Dr Enamur Rahman, as chief guest. 

Humanity International Bangladesh’s national director of habitat, John Armstrong, presided over the inaugural cere-
mony.

The dean of the university’s earth and environmental sciences department, Professor Dr ASM Maksud Kamal, deliv-
ered the keynote speech. Other speakers included: Mohammed Shah Kamal, senior secretary of the Ministry of Disas-
ter Management and Relief, Akmal Shareef, country director of Islamic Relief Bangladesh, AKM Musa, country direc-
tor of Concern Worldwide, Shakeb Nabi, country director of Christian Aid, AM Nasir Uddin from Action Aid Bangladesh. 

In his speech, state minister Dr Enamur Rahman urged the people to play an e�ective role in freeing Dhaka from all 
forms of pollution.

The event aimed to make the city livable for all, especially in terms of inclusiveness, safety, resilience and sustainabil-
ity in line with Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 11. 

It created an interface for interaction among urban actors, and brought together a range of stakeholders to comple-
ment government initiatives. It also sought to mainstream urban issues that require urgent attention. 

Event focuses on freeing Dhaka from pollution
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